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VYINDICATION
THE CANAL POLICY OF THE STATE,
BY

CANAL COMMISSIONER RUGGLES,

Legiviature of the State of New York
"& usdersigned, Samasl B. Raggles, 1ate Crosl

Commissioner, sppointsd by the Gavervor la July

st to fill the vacarcy for the remainder of the year,
ecessioned by the death of the lste Cacal Commis-
siorer Whallon, bereby, in chedience to the law re- |
quiring the Canal Comnissiorers azpoally to report W |
the Legislature ' the condition of ths Cara's, the in- |
- ments and repsirs made during the year” !
and “the mapeye received and expeuded by taem in |
“the dischiarge of their duties,” and aso o "recom
“mend such measures in relation to the Carnls as
Sthay shall deem the pablic iuterest 1o roqize,  re-
stfully presents the faliowiog
S REPORT:
Ueder the lnw requising thae Capals of the Stats to |
be wigoed by diviaione, in specisl ennrge L each |
of tie Capal Commireloners, tie Western Division,
which had been committed to tue lite Commizaioser
Woallon, wae sesigned on bis destn ta the under-
migned. It embraced the (Gepesss Yallay Cucal sed
that part of the Erie Cansl 11700 mwiies in leustn,
¢ west of the eastern live f Wayne Coanty. Tuis
yp boundary runs througn the Cayogs Marsties
rtiors, It is an unsataral
and artificis] divieim, u.ﬁni.m well be changed Ly
comuittir g the whole of the caual through the marshes
1o & single Commiseioner,
The seport of Mr. Joha D. Fay, the Division En- |
goneer, cbed to the genersl report of the Stats Eo-
er, just precerted 10 the lLegisiatore, states wo |
udJ clenrly the conaition of the particalsr portions
of the divieion, with the Improvements snd repnirs,
that it nllows the Canal Commnismoner to coufice Lis
yoport mainly Lo the expenditores made under his di-
reetion, and ‘o the gereral cosdition of the enlarge-
ment of the Erte Capal, in its physical, commercial and
fisancial repects, with such Fecommendations io rela-
%&h&ﬂtn a8 Le may dectn conducive to the lnleresta
e Btate,

Comuisstoner extered npor the datiee of the of-
fice on the 21th of July, 1538, Botwean that time aod
the Iat of Jasasry, 1800, he drew drafis upon the Ua.
pal Anditor for work dove, land and buildiogs taken,
and for repairs aod apgineering, meking & total of
drafis and cash payments of §341,500 G,

The amourt expeeded during the fiscal
Sept. 30, 1858, by tie Buperintendents of
8 of the Western Division of the Erie Cuual, 14

?’nal‘ Encing
e five sube

division !
$146,815 01, nrd by the Buperinter dents of the first
and third subdivisions of the Genewee Valloy Cupnl
1299 89, 'Tho tecond subdivision of that cansl is
under contract for §124,00 sunnslly, payable montily.
The mosthly paymerts. deductivg 15 per copt. re-
tained until the exd of the year, ure included in the
drafte of the Canal Commiscionsrs,
The total drafts given for the $350,062 60 above
consint of:

1..D for final eetimat: s for work doue bef e
the 1ot of July, N rererenn e i ber reravanniy DOIRLIEE BT
2..¥or ds by Canal Apprat fur lands and
bulldings of lidividunle taken for pubile uee, nud
lnl‘drn\runl’uuuu.......... sesssussnees 38,05 61
8..For englneeriog exp-nse s, (deafts auly paid by the |
AN} cuesnins M T L
4. For m.r'h duse vo the extenslm of the Goneses
Valley Canal, for which th fta have been dury
moﬂ"ﬂln‘l provided sesnans S0 60
8..For repaire of Krie Canal veaneps  BIEI TS
.. Por work on the Geneser Valley Canal, mainl
0 connect the sxtension with #.......  §,570 @
2. For wark ou the Erle Eulageovwnt, prosecuted
sinos the Jot of July, 1058, 0eesensrivnasnsnnsanss 02,096 00
s R
Amount necessary fo fuish the work on the Western Ihivinon
1. The oost rl"&l Western Divislos of the Erle

Canal [+ xelusive of work dove befure the st 0]

of the Public Works fu 184), s eatimatod by Mr.
Pay, Division Englneer, 10 0iaiiiaiins AT 16
o!-iLh there hoe beot Q0B coereinrnnaiioniins e 1,040,672 38
Leaving to be done.....ocovumsmmsnnancess s $I06,156 57

The work uot yet under contract be

e « @216,003 04
In which ls ineluded & Welgh Look snd
other work pot lipmedint Ly necessary 100,00 0

for work now pecessary Lo oo

in te fall dimenslons, exclunive of .

wpes AUA ENBINRRTIIE covivinmnnn srcrnsariniiniaas

He further estimates the:e in doe to Contract-

ars for work completed, sud for which drafte sre

pob yrtlmmnedoceneioieinn S50 5]
And for 15 pee oent retained on work in

PIORIEER, yousssuassnanssanananssansssn RO, A5 00

$.005, 188 51

I1..The cost ef ﬂn!nhln# the Geneses Valley Causl

s estimated by Mr, Fay (exclosive of and dam-
*.‘lbdhnﬂll{‘ [ AP 1
Vg ry N

v
work hunl-:u...... ...... . $17817 88
And for 15 per cont retalned on work in

116,021

512,179 61

82479 O

ssssssisssnansnnnan

PTORTEM. cvecnrsenasassnssnsnbansonses 177 o0
#1760 55
111. . The cost of finiahieg the eateusion
of the Censser Valloy Causl hie catl
[ T ::;::Ir.g
Deduct work already done ... B s PO

pue for lands and waters takenoe. ... B18810 70

centage retalued on work in nr:.;mo 4_:::» iun;
A
glueering aud removing bulldioge

Botlesoessesnsornessaansssssansss HIT,438 T0-H08,403 70
The lust Logislature avjourped after s disagreomont
between the Senate snd Assembly 88 to the minor de-
tails of & bill, vpon the general primitl»--f which there
was no differcoce of opinion, by whbich means were
ided 10 the amonst of thres millions eight hundred
mnnd dollars for paying for work done on the
oannle, and for lands sod buildings of individuals taken
i their conetruction, and also for prosecuting the works
to completion. i
The only provision mads by the Legslatare of 1858
for sustaining or prosecuting the pobhe works, was the
act which the; on the 1itn of April directing
the Canal Auditor to pay interest at six per ceat per
apzom for & period not excesding A year, “on all
4 Canal Commissivners’ drafts drawn upon contracts
* for the enlargement ned cowpletion of the canals of
“this Me,"l.g: interest to commence on drafts for
* mouthiy estimates on the tweaty first day of the
“ month suceosding that in which the work was
“ done,” and aleo * on all Canal Connmissioners’ drafis
“ drawn for the payment of awards made by the Canal
A 78, the literest to commence at the expiry-
4 tiom of nipety daye from the date of the award, " and
also * on all Unsal Commisgioners’ drafis upon final
o gatimatos on coptracta for the enlargement sod com-
@ pletion of the canals,” the ivterest Lo be computed
ob such drafte from the date thereof, and also “* on all
* gwards made by the Caval Board or Board of Cansl
“ Commissioners, the interest to commence sty
“ days from the date of the award, ’
The law further provided that no intervet shonld be
on any puch drafts or awards drawn or made after
first of July, |88, except upon drafts drawn or
Sual estimates for work completed prior to that date.
The fact wes periectly well known to the Legisla-
ture and throughout the gm-. that & large amonot of
work had been dene on the contracts then subaleting
the prosocution of the cavals, beyond the weans
then provided; and also thut s further smount was
snd bad been justly owing for several years to the
lands and bulldings which had been taken
The Leguiature of 1838, o far from
y of the oflicers of the State for per-
clnims to acorve, gave them all the sano-
afforded to the bolders all the facilities in
by providog for ';m;mg the interest as
stated. ‘Fha-ir sot, so fur from ditecting the
ork on the cauals to be stopped, or intunstng the
wecoesity or propriety of doivg eo, by the plainest in-
epcournged and dirceted their prosecution at

their successors

it

the belief tuat

would make such

claimauts as should ust and equitable, and legally
within their leginlative suthority, cither by & tax, or s
Ican, or an amendiwent of the Constitation.

By the of the State Engineer, presented to
the present re, it appears that three nosdred
une contracts were in existence during the last
year; that ove hundred and sixty-six have been com-

I;‘“mm. and that one handred avd thirty-
o, 0

The act -vidwlly‘hh the option open to any con'rac-
tor, cither to with his work snd take'the drafis
of the Canal iestoner certifying the smount, or to

to the Canal Board to caveel his coutract and
a liquidation of the amonnt then due, Tweaty-

until the let of July thereafter. Tue Legislature |
indulged

E::}m for the coatractors and |

wight of the number took the latter course; and their
ountracts were capoeled scoordingly. No activn was
ever taken by the Canal Buard to require any eon- |
tractor Lo do so, still less to induce or adviee the Canal |
to #top the work; on the contrary, the :

Canal Board in October Inst, with the sssest and
by the vote of tre Controller, e y aathor-
fred the Commissioner o charge the Oswezo

sotne additional work under contract, and
last, on the motion of te Coutr aller, after

directed a contract to be capceled, actuall
:admmm.mawm, mitted the

slon to do s, wes o
acter, calling for the severest

On the first of Joly last, a lwrge pamber of these

thyee husered and one contracts were f2l'y complatad, | from ary But f

and rendy for the “ fnal extimate.” Thie 10 & doo3
fent whichire o from & lomg avd Isborime eoopi-
Jati m ard computatios of ali the messurem-tes taker
dorins amof t'n work, and i socompan ed
cortieates and affi ‘awite from the first Assistact
Evgiveer, the Recinept Eogpser, the Dhwisio Eogi-
peer #1d the Bute Engneer. For will fartner seca-
rity, the practice has best receutiy istrodnced on the
Westesn Dividdop, fur the Bendeat Fagiseer to fur-
phibs full written explanations 0 the Capsl Commis-
Smer in respect to the rharsster of the work, espe-
einlly where the final ertimete materially sxceeds b
sum estimated at the time of lettiog the wark., Sneh
& docute st 18 of hitle practcal valus 1o tie cosrer o
for the purpose of Talsit g morey. Qntil it peceives <he
fua) exngioation and approbaticn of the Caaal Uonie
miseiorer, which he sig by giviog his dral outhe
Caral Aoditor for the ligosdaten emoust,
The law ot An:il 16, L’ 8 plainly aenmes that the
e tractor on fully and fairly eompleting his work has
the leph! Punt 10 dewonnd aed teow vz from the Canal

| Cotowisstoner the drsft duly lHquidavog the smonot,

for it provides for payims 1 terest, moton “the faal
etimate,” bot on * the Caral Commiasioner's draf?
“upen the firsl estimate,’ Tos Conrts of Jostd
wou d, pugoubtely, eompel the Cipal Com
to give the deaft, i noressonshly refosed or &
In fact, the Sapreme Court tas alresdy dope 20 10 190
similar ipstarces. in cases comning hefore t@o separ e

| Jragen in Februsry Iast, each of ebom isssed pe-

remptory mandamos, diresting the Capal Com nisgioner
to pive bis draft for moness due for work on the Cay-
ugs and Senecs Canal, and aiier the appropstion had
besn extansted. His duty to do o is evident, The
diaft crestes mo debt, but merely ligaidates a deb
alrendy created, and imposes no Inh_'.g-nmm on toe
Kigte more bindinp than the prefgisting obigation o
the contract.

In the ense of an award of the Canal Appraieers,
for private property taken for tue pablic use of the
State, the pinim of the oaper for paymest, s that,
too, without delay, rests npon the mos sacrad and
polemnn obligation of tee Conatitotion. No draft
Cans! Commissioner, or avpy other written
ean superadd any Jegal or moral weight to the fanda-
mweutal obligaticn of the State promptly to pay the
private citizen the waloe of the property wreated
frem bin by the strong arm of power agaist his w1l
To stipmatize the public offizer of & Btate for hasten-
ing to uguidate such a cleim, or to silurd every p sl
ble fecility for its speedy psyment, would manifest &
total want of neral sense oF Jognl pereeptioe.  Tue an-
dersipned in the brief period 1o which he hag held the
office in question baa hiad the satisfaction of eigning
dratts in thirty osses, and of ther-by fecilitatiog the
pryment of the amount awardea for Isnde compalaorily
taken by the State from hs fellow-eitizens, to tue
nmwount of 8 A0 and ke has done Lo © ;
which bns afforded him more unfeigned satisfaction,

8o far from sdmittiog it to be n proper subjest for |

spuiogy or defense, he pow earnestly recommends
that tbe Legin atare reform the existing law, by pro-
viding mare folly for expediting the bearing nud set-

| tlement of the just olaims of auy eitizen of the State,

for property taken from them for public nae.

Tt e bende of expenditure sbove presented show that
drafts buve been drawn, for work done bofure the first
of July last, to the mmeunt of €325 520 nnd for work
done O €3I IBE OBt aets sines that time to the amount
of $8 6. For s portion of the lstter sun, provision
bad heen made by the Commissiorers of the Canal
Furd from the procesds of s losn of $200,000, made by
thern upoer the 10th section of the 7th article of the
Constitution, Of this sum $11L,00 wae expressly
et apart to enable the contractors to expedita the
wore on the breakwater formivyg toe outsr protection
of the Eiie basio at Buflalo—on the embaukment st
Holley— on the excavation throvgh the mountain ndge
&t Levkport—nnd on the embankment aeross the Cay-
ogs Mursles, A conslderable portion of that smount
has slrendy been paod to them, #o thet the residue re-
msivipg urpenl of the drafts for $U8 230 dogn pot ex-
ceed 830,000 The coutractors to whom they have
bens imened bad themeelves olooctod, betore the first ot
July last, to go on with their coutracts, and to raly on
the equity of the Legislatare for such provieion as
shouid be” just and proper. 1o many cases their work
wae B0 pestiy completed that it wonld cost them, and
throngh them eventnally the State, & larger sam in
damages, in stopping the work and dischargiog their
men, wachinery and moplements, than it wodld cost to
complete it,

The unaersigned thonght it pecossary, st noy rate,
b fure calling un the Contracting Board (which alone
Lind the power, to stop the work, to nscertain how
pear it waa to completion; and he soon escortaioed
that ooly & very modersts expenditure was noeded
to cemplete the whole, nnd u still smaller gam to ob
tain n charnel seven feet deep, and sefliciently wide
to aomit the pnasnge of bonts Fuhy loaded. The ofli-
cinl reports then made by the turee Resident l:rﬁ;-
peers, snd pow fully cootiroed Ly the report of Mr.
Fav, the Division Engineer above referrad to, showed
that such s obanpel could be obtained through the
Western Divison, from Buffalo to the Cayaga
Marehes, for o sum not excoeding §28 000; and it was
further nscemaived that, ireespective of the work on
the Mershes, and of wn sdditional reservoir proposed
by the State Ergineer, sach a channel on the iddla
Division might be obtamed for an amount not exceed -
g $15,000, and on the Enstern Division for  suti not
exceeding $120,000 —making 10 all 68000, It was
further reported by Mr, Beonett, the discreet and able
Resident Evgireer in charge of the work on the west.
erp portion of toe Cayugas Marebes, that its cost, in-
¢Inding the esstern portion embraced in the Middle
Division, wonld probishly amount to §170,000, and that
it conyd not be completed nntil the Spring ot 1864; but
that u temporary sud sufficient channel of seven foct
deep could be olitaived by deepening the present canal
thruogh the Marshes on additional foot, aud at a coat
pot excerding $10 500—mnking the total cost of ob-
ta'ning oy uninterrupted wavigation, from Lake Erie
to the Hudson, for boate of the largest eluss aud fuly
londed, only 551,000,

The couvietion that a result so sxceodingly im-
portavt was within the rench of the State, deterred
the undersigned from takiog auy weasures to induce
the Contracting Bo-rd to arrest the progress of the
work, snd led Lim to sequiesce in the prognety of per-
nmittpg the oo ntractars W proveed with xfu they hiad
voluntarily chosen to do, st their own risk. They
hove made syl progress that it now ouly necds the
action of the Legislatnre to obtain a pavigstion in the
Spriog, or very shortly afterward. The only delay
will be at the Cayvgn Marshes, bul that veed not be
serions, b= there are now two eflicient dredges on the
Jevel (whbich, being the lowest, is always filled with
water), and rondy tor notion the momert the Legiels-

tore shinll give the pecessary power to the Commission- |

era in charge.

The work of excavating the additional foot in the
Marshes fovolves po difficuity of any sort. The amount
necersary Lo excavate 15 but 66,000 cubic yords, for
which twenty-five centa per yara is ample price, Tne
experience of last Spring in excavating this very
churrel two feet, to obtain six feet of water for the
Fiie UCanal copelrsively shows how easily and cheap-
Iy the work ean be dooe,

In order, however, to resder it of auy nse, it will be
necessnty to remoeve otber obstructions of minor ex-
tent, embarrassiog the pavigation in other portions of
the capal, sowe of which cause boats to ground when
drawing only five feet of water.
theee uﬁrllullml.l exiet were under contract, but the
contracts haviug been canceled, the work was sccond-
wgly relet,  Ita cos! e estimated atabout §75,000, bat
vo drafts bave yet been drawn oo that account, snd
the Legislature can Row stop the work, if they shall
deem it wise to do so,

The sectiona where |

| #uch & propoeition, is

be real friepds of the cansl, or to listen
qaarter, that ita commeros
ard pavigation do pot tois adaitiozal foot or that
it may be safely or wisely postpoved. Tae csnal
pever teeced it mwore, 1t peeds it pow—immediately —
withont any -i-i.-;-ml':-. all practicable .i':ppgrh—..nd
po Capnl (HEcer por 8'ate Officer ' loyal to bos trast
that seska 1o prevent it. The highest priscipies nf
commercial policy may lorbid the tazing of the rival
ravwsy, hot those prin=ipies equally reqaire the State,
withaut delsy, 10 imp=rt 1o its own ctaunel of com-
mweroe Abd LATSprL L8 GIMAL APACItY ADd Veile

It is the opiman ol prreot 8 of judgment aed experi-
eree. who save attent vely exommued the lust
lisred report of the New-York Cuntral Rallrusd
Compary, thet it costs them at lenst £ in actasl
expense, withoat profit, ‘0 carvya tun of tear from
Bufisly to New York. With the cacalasitis, #3-
cindipg the presest toli of $1 40, it eosta §2 . With
the sdditioeal foot of water 1t will cost, excluding tell,
bot §1 B0, If it elall prove to be pracdealis to sdopt
the suggestion, recevtly mnde, of lengther tee

e apy soggestion from 8

1.

ol
chamber of the Jocks, by merely movieg
gales, 10 G l0 sdmut bosts 120 feet ip leggt
yedoes the cost 0 Jow as 10 [eTmit the §
s sofiivient mmount of tell, and yet enebl
10 de fy sl furiber competition.
Toe sdvantsge of uss
the capel ie Jmger b
mEnts mad ipg the last sens
ever, by difficnities whic!

Lhe CAGAs

Experi-

clearly prove—wbat sIperienee ot 08
in this conntry aed Earope, had alreaty establisned—
that steams vessels may be gaed Mittoaf injury to L
s of the cacal, wed s

bauks or other stroctur at & rale

ol speed allowing the ve

tioa 1n
the pavige e se
pr1y to preserve it mterraplons of
bregoianities of any kind, and enpecially to insare &
ennetant avd urform sapply of water. The m
ment of the mechanisin of the canal with this pew
power wil demand 4 bigh de of eklll and inteili-

£ oha o

Ja e

geroe, sod its geperdl police weo ald be grestly im- |
proved, in thie apd mary other important respecia, |

of 8 General Saperiptendent of

ty the employment
sproved shil ty aed in

Navigation apd Repairs, o
tegrity, and vestad with snfficient anthority, It might
sibly be thought adviesbie to relieve oze of tue

nul Commissicners fro any other doty, apd W
aesige bim epecinlly to tais.

The visws above presented in respect to the Erie
Canai apply with equal force to the Oswego (Cazal,
which deserves, if only as a trurk line, connectiog the
senboard with Canadn, to Le placed (o wll reepecta on
an +quality with the Erie Canal. Ocoupying the po-
pition which it does, s near the oatlet of Lake Og-
tario, it must always exart an umportast and com
mnndin g
the 8t, Lawrenes of that part of the Western com-
meroe findieg ite way to Lbe inke,

The cfficial tables show that oor Canal trade is
quite as woch exposd to diversion from that guarter
ne fron the chagnels of commercs ia Peunsylvsuin
#od Muryland,

The Penmeylvavia Canal and Ksilroad Company
brought from Pitteburih, ia 1867, bot 32,50 tacs o
floar sud 5048 tops of wheat, Tha Baltimore and
(itio Railrond carried i 188 from tee Ohio River,
but 3,404 tuns of flour, and but 1 B9 taes of grain.
Wherens, the St. Lawrence Canal, in the year 18958,
carried downwnard 50,752 teos of toar, 40,80 tane of
wheat apd 1,132 tuns of rorn,

The amenns of flour and grain of all deseriptions re-
ceived by the Lake st Builslo in IS8 was eqnivaent
to 20,000,000 bushels, or £5L000 tnne, The amount
shipped ut Oswego by canal in 18,0 waa 163 550 tans,

Thie tables of Erie” Caoal commérce plainly exhibit
the efface of improving its pavigationeveo to o partial
extent. The tonpage of 1808 shipped at Baffalo has
been ;00 %2 tune, beivg so incresse of 194,50 tuns
over [57.

But sotbiog will more fally exlibit the mechaniesl,
ard, I;y DeCeRERTY consequence, the commmer Al wo
vartage of enlarging the espacity of the canal as »
labur-saving machine, and the urgent peccssity of

uflaence in preventing the diversion down |

speedily completing the work, than s comparison of |

the yearly movement of the bonts at difforent stoges
of its progress. In the year IS0, when the work was

stopped, 1t reqnired a movement of boats of 8,275 000 |

milid to earry 1,206 000 tnns; whersas, In 1806, the
increase in their capacity and consequent dimionton

of the required nuniber, cnabled them, hy & movennt
of only ¢ S miles, to carry 4,016,000 tuns, If
the Enlargement Lad romained where the St op Law

left it in 1842, the onrryiog of the 4,114
1856 wonld have required & movement of 2 700N
milee, thowing 8 saving in a single year of 15088 0k
i st 15 cents per mile, the usual prics of
traction, (o §2,7004 800,

Were this the fitting vecssion, it wor
onit to show the encrmous lo3e, in nes A movement
of boats, by the delay in former years to Bulal the
eulargement.  But our duty now is th Lok ahesad and
to discern the demonstrable truth that by giving the
Cenal the additional foot of water, we afinll inoreass
the present saving precisely io the ratioof t & ineraise
in the cargo,

In an emergency liee the presout, reqguairing the
prompt employment of all our logitimate resources
the Btate might well lock to the Controller an its fiscs

Wl not be diffi

officer, to peint out the wags apd weans, avd the |

roper mode of obtaluing, with the lesst aclay, the
ends peeded for putting the pahilio worke ir

ticn fully to recover snd command their ligitimate
commerce, and thereby replenish the revenne of the
State, At s period so peculiarly demandioe the anion
of all parties in a patriotic effort to earry forwanl the
mensores 107 respuieg the Cannls (7 om their tamporary

n editilie

embarmasement, it wae not to he eapected thst the |

crivln wonld be eeized upen to geatify any dormnnt
Early feeling, or to reopen the discassion of any lovg
uried party topic.

It is, taerefore, with sincere regret that the friends |

of the cansls obiserve the elaborite eflort of the Cone
troller, in his recent apnnal report, to fastsn the
responeibility of the present temporary want of means
upon the legislative policy of the year 158, and to
exalt, st ils expouse, the tloancial schievements of
thelr predecessors in IN5 and 1545, and in particalar
to mainiain the proposition that all the cavals conld
aed ehowld bave been buit, and the three capals (the
Erie, the OQawegn, and the Cayngs and Beneca) fully
enlurged with the surplus revenues alone, and without
resort to losns,

]

What good purpose could be subserved in the pres- |

eot joncture, by establishing even the trath of
ol apparest; but it is easy to
recive ita mischief in paralysing the efforts of the
#gislature, jn casticg discredit upow our canal policy,
in crippling the commerce of the canals, and in low: r-
ing the credit and character of the State, The public
irterests imperionsly demand that such a result, |
possible, shall be averted, and that the troth of the

|

allegations of the Covtroller shall Le sabjsctedto s |

full ard searching inguiry.

Fortuuate iy, his fondamental allegation requires for
ita refutation veitber argument, wor speculstion, wor
abitrnct reasoriog of suy kind, vor eny reference to
the future—uothiog, in short, but the evidenece far-
pished by public decnments and official tables, by bis-
torical and ascertaived realitics, to place the traty be-
yond the reach of further misrepresentstion,

Let us then, by tne light of the public records of
the State, exsuuue the accaracy of the #tatemect io
questing.

In the first place then, it is adinitted to ba trae, that
the Cansl Board in 155 did express iheir opioion,
that the surplus revesue of the Erie Capal would

suflice to pay for ite eniargement, withont resortiog to |

loans for the purpose, but it is not sdmitied to bs trae

| forit is sigularly untive, that the Lepislature of

For the purposs of perwitting the passage of boats |
of the sine ]-n.-}n-r}_v apted to the dimensions of the
Enlarge: Canal, the bridges on the Western Division

have baen rajeed by the Superintendents to & amiora
bight of twelve feet above the wa'er surface, New

bridges, principally in the Cities of Buffalo and Rock- |

esler, to .ugpl} olliers that beve become deeayed and
dsugerous, bave slse been coutracted for, ot a cost of
16,000, and also fory stop- gates, nt an estimated cost
of about $20,000, to guut!l the high embackinest st
Irendequoit, and that st Holley, fiom the very soneus
delentivns and aiessters which wonld result from
brenches 1 those important structures,

The report of Mr, Fay specities these works in de-
tail, with estimates of Lheir cost.

The effect slready prodaced on the commerce and

| navigation of the Frie Capal in the iccrease of busi.

pesa and diminotion of the price of freight, by deepon-
ing it to kix feet, ns was dupe last Spring, has been
very striking and encouraging, but it will be greatly
etbanced by aading the additional fout, accurding to
the settled plan of the enlargement. The depth of water
pow permitted to the boats in the chunnel of six feet is
veceasarily limited to five feet, or sixty inches. A
boat of the foll size weighs sbout sixty tuns and dis-
places fifteen inches of water, leavieg but furty-five
iwches for submergense by the cargo.  With an addi-
tional foot of water, that submergence may be inoreas-
ed from forty-five to fifty-seven mches, o 2 per cent,
increasivg tiie swount of the cargoe in the ssme propor-

| tion. Requiring very little additional power for ita

traction or propulsion, the twelve incbes or 20 per
cent gained will operate sa a bounty or preminm to
that extent to the navigator. ]
The besviest cargo weighed during the year 12038 at
the weigh lck st Rochester cousisted of etaves,

1535 or of 1536, adopted what the Controller calls “the |

emivently wise policy” of ap
surplus revenues to that olje
Legisiature of 151, ie the
enlargen ent of the canal
grovided that after 155

e

lying the whole of th
1. Ou the curtrary, the
Ty st authorizing the
ap. 31 ol the sessios),
() 4%} of the surplus re-

| vennues, beivg pearly ope-third of the smonnt then cx-

| dinary ex

| latare to condinge i,

weighing 198 tuns; but the cargoes of the boats car- |

ryivg floar snd wheat do pot geverally exceed 170 or
150 tups, The 150 tuns now carnied by the boat draw-
iog five feet of watcr, will be increased to 23 tuns
when drawing '“'?"" the price of freight may be

rrespordingly i. We need ha expaliste
on the inevitable effect of such A saving, in ensdlog |
the canal to regain st least the bulkiest ions of its
lost commerce.  In the vital struggle with the potent

and vigorously directed epgine of commerce at its

isting, shouid bLe appiied to the general nses of
the biate,
]i'.h it to leave &Ly doabt, for it rl]}!tn:" declar-g that
the expenditnre in eplarging the Erie Canal ** aball be
“ wo limited as to leave frum the cans! revepnea an
“ annue! income to the State of at least £100 00y,

The language of the Siatule is too ex- |

Noris it tine, as stated by the Controler, bot most |

untrue that the Legislature of 1Sk parsied * tue
emitently wise polic in question, S far from doing
#0, they '.rl'rvui:i th{ :-:.:.ulal smouut from g
$400,000, which they tock without delay, clinking the
ect upder the guise of A * loan fur the aee of the Geti-
ers! Ford,”
terded * loan " was vever repaid and pever demanded,
bt the 100,000 was sicnply and nakedly diverted ana
taken fom the Caca! revenurs and applied ty the or-
vaed of the Government. The surplas of
the year being $1,130 R06, the amoust thus taken by
the State wes wmore than one-thisd of the wholw, s

The practice thus ipangurated by the Lagislutures
of 150 and 1K, was anznally conticasd withoat ob-
Jection from any quarter, aod, with uoly tw interrup-

We hardly need to ald that the pre- !

ticrs, down to tbe adoplion of the Consti gtive of |
l'l-l"l, whea 'he(.ot:_\'vt:lﬂt pot ooly sscctionad the pro- |
| ceedieg, but made it the imperstive duty of the Legis- |

the amennt to be diverted, for it pot ag! seted
$200100 to be wopually taken for ,_5,:?,{5&‘:‘:;"4_
petses of the State, bt also for the forther aouual
amonnt of FL0 000 for the intersst of the (jepersl
Furd debit, three milions of which, 8 sbouid be re-
warked, were ivourred by the very Legislature of

1536 (v loaning the eredit of the Btate for toag amonpt |

to the New-Yurk and Ere Ralirosd Company,
The scpusl amount of the pums respectively di-

| werted, frum the year 1550 to the year II.'L’.d, will be

jound ir documeet No, 2, mocompanying the snousl

side, and now pressiog to the utmost, & few cents saved | report of the Commissioners of the Canal Fund to the
inatun mey be decisive of the iasue. It will be a | Scoate in 188 (Secate Document No. 7. The docu-
setel mistake i socl an emergency, to take couasel | went comes from 8 bocy of which e Coutroller hiw-

.\'1]'. more, it even increasod |

self is the lending member, and can hardly bave es.
eaped his attention. The aggregate amousia thas
Iy sxd itakeably dupiayed ar=:
- S e O
Foe the Gegeral Fund debtaeneenanins

0% e

cannman

Mabicg s total of .. ..cosusenssssnnssensanBl

Tt was mdeed & polemn farce for the Legala‘ure of
1876, 10 élaguise this anpual abstraction of $100,000
from the Canal resonroes, nuder tha garh of & joan
* 0y the Geners) Fard,” apd it waa solemnly ¢
ont in the secnnd section of the act by which they sa-
eredly pledged the faith of the Stale, to pay the whole
amonpt to be abefracted, whepever the Canal Fand
ul! pes Now i thisgeally wase s losn, not s
mere pretevse let ue nek if the tieneral Fand s now
ready to repag it ! Will the Ustal Fued ever paed 22
wore "’

The sinzle item of $4 137, 62, with ita accamulated
igterest (to sey pothirg of the 30 010, wo ud now
sufice to complete toe capals, aed fully pay every
clsimast sod contractor. The [egisinture of 1506
olightsd the public faith for i7e renay meet on damapd,
Wiy does pot the Controlier, as the fianal offiowr peon-
Yingly responible fur the Geperal Fund, now repay it |
Diows be apprebend that & tax might now be goonssary
for the parpose ' Hot even if it should be, has not the
diversion of the mopeve from toe casnls, saved the
people from tazes 1o precissly the same smonts, doring
the long comsse of twenty-taree years, from 155 W

1850 1

sh Bl

But this ir by oo means all, The Ly
taking the $5.02001% quite #ne e
ore the statement made by 1 ler, was oniy

s modernte diversion, when couwpared with the tho-
rovgh breach madein t) ¢ paedad for
the Ene Evlargement, by s ~tipg from them the
whele amount peccssary 1o pay the principal sud in-
terest o the debt ipourred o boilding the ateral ca-
tals, sud which diversion was rendezed legally neces-
sary, part'y by pledges iz the lawa anthorizipz the
loata for their amatrnction, ard partly by the express
reqairements of the Constitution of =46,

The totsl amonnt expended in buildicg the lataral
capals 1= 810,055,1 ‘be icterest on that sam, et 5
r-: eent from the time of expenditure to 1855, js at
enst leven millions, making a total of $26 055, 119;
ned it has all been diverted and taken (with the ex-
ception of §213 000, the avails of certain iands appro
printed 1o the Oswego Canal), from the surplus reve-
Do#s in fuéstion.

The larernl canais bave doo
tions of the State which they * o
to ite kird and paternal consileration, but s merely
fisval sense, they have, as s whale, preatly impovar-
ished the treasury. Nope of them, sxeapt the Oewego,
the Oueids River Inprovemsst, the Cayngs and Sen-

hitlpas benefitted the por-

eca Canal, bave yet yiolded annosl revenge enough to

pay their annual expenses for repairs awl superintend-
ence, to sy pothing of the ipterest on the cost of their
construction, It is hoped, that the extension now in
progress of the Genesee Valley Csnal, and which is
expested to be finished during the pressut year, by
affonding additional facilities for resching extepsive
forests and valuoable coal end irun mines in Panoeyi.
vADiA. fuay rescue the capal from its present depressed
eondition. as a souros of revenne; bat it is feared,
that the Black River Canal must permassently remain
a berden on the tressury, I's nnooal tolls are bat
$1%% pnd ita annunl repairs acd snperitendenos
i, added to which, the owners of by dranlic privs
ileges have imatitated claims npoo the State, for peatly
buif & million of dollars fur diverting the waters of the
river.

The sggregate tolla received from all the lateral

eanale, from the time of their construction have been |

bt §1,493,920, while the aggregate repairs aed so.

petintatderce have been &1 a7, f‘-avir.;_:a 1etl-

clepey of $70,007, and that amouat with interest, in

podition to the $00 005 119, lins also boen diverted Gom

tho surplus revenues in gnestion,
t

Thesn tevapues for the twenty-thiee Jears, from 1238 1o (202
beth inclusve, have beed..... win eerannsnssiens DN TONL 48
Rt the divepsions, s above showy, hawe been the
followiog:
1. For the Geperal Fond. . ooioae vasanses B4 IITE02
2 Forthe Gegern! Fand Debt . 3408
3. ¥Fee o wat of the leternl
Deddurileg Ovwego lands
—— LR AL
{. Jetereat ob cxpenditure, 8% 5 prr
Einns P’ P‘ 11,000,000
for repairs and superintende
o 3 73,007
i [ X
e asirT M
Leaviug for the enlargement of the FErin Capal
iwhich bLae of sirendy, raciumve ol interest,
4,058 214

wearly B3, 000 000) ouly....
and this with the interest, if any, derived from tem-
porsry investments of the surplas rovennes, is all that
remaing of the $20,700 048,

W hat, then, beeomes of the rash and groundloss
sesertion that the Erie Capal, the Oswego Caval, the
Unyuga and Senecs €anal, and the Champluin aod
]-d'ip, could and should all have been enlarged and
completed with these rurplus revenues, sod without
reconrse to losns ' Or will it be claimed that it was
pot vecessary to make the diversions of &1, 24
above exiibited; but that the whole of thst vast sum
shonld have been, and eoald bave been raised by di-
rect tax on the people of the Sate ! Or will it be con-
tended that the lateral canala onght never to have
been nuthorized or constrae od !
olaimed thar the Legialature of 1535 are respomsible
for their cor=troction !

Al the Interal canals, excepting oply the Oneida
Lake Canal snd Oveida River Improvement (‘wo
small works costing only $141,000), bad heen wothor-
zed, and were dither comnpleted or in active progress,
before the Legislutore of 158 were elscted,  The Os-
wirgo was commenced in 1825 the Cavign and Seneca
in 1826; the Cheraupg in 1500, the Crooked Lake tn
1531, and the Chenango in ISEL It was reserved for
the lLegislature of I8M—specially ealogized by the
Controlier on the present occasion, for their alleged
wisdom in pursuing the poicy of constructing the
cansls wholly with the surplus revenues, und not by

Or will it even be |

loars, and specinlly ehosen by bim a8 an exampls by |

which to point his rebuke of the Legislstare of 1553
=themselves to call ixto being the Geneses Vallay
snd Diack River Cansls. That very Legislature not
only anthorized their constroction, but expreasily di-
rected loaus to be pegotiated for the estimated cos’,
There was nothing povel in their doing so, for it had
heen the invariable practice for the thirteen yeara next
precedipg to build the lateral canals by means of loans,
The only novelty in the matter, aud the caly circum-
gtunce worthy of partivnlar remark, is the pressnt re-
warkable assertion of the Controller that the Legisla-
ture of 1536 puraued the policy of builiing thoso canals
withouat incurring a debt, when their very laws creat-

£ the debt, are seen starivg from the statute book.

iL
When the Legislatore of 1538 sssembled, tnese |

covsla were in full progress, including the enlarge-
ment of the Erie Canal, for some small sections of
which the Caval Cominissioners hiad made couteacts
to the rmouet of abuosut £3,00,000, sod which they s

timnted would ahscrb the eurplus revenues for thres |

or four successive years, The cost of the whole en-
largemert bad recently been eatimated by Caunal
Comistioper Bouck and his a
bt mainly for the purpose of ghowing the compara-
tive cost of the sciargemont with seven fest water,
acd with ¥x. FEven at that low estimate, it wad evi-
dert that the eompletion of the work, relving only o
the surplua reventes as tren esisting, with the annual
diversiun of $H0,000 then estabiighed, would vecapy
a* least 1) yesrs,  In the jodguent of the Legislatare
of 1533, the troe interests of the State required the
work to be expedited apa completad, if practicsble, in
five years, and therehy saving the intervening lo=s of
ipterest of at least @ftoen yenrs. They secordingly
passad & law dircoting £1,000 M0 to be borrowed to
expedite the wok.
duse by that much-sbosed Lepislatare ta create or

ociates st §12,000, 00, |

This was the ooly specific not |

nad to the caval debt and yot it hias drawn down |

upon thein the most unmessured obloguy for the lust
2 yoars, including tae present msssait of the Con-
trolier, who bas pot & word of censure for the debt-
creativg pelicy aud laws of the previons Legislature
uf 155,  Tue Geneses Valley and Blick Hiver Caoals,
solely the fraits of their legiziation, have cost $3,801 -
631, snd ivelod nf‘ intercst at 5 per cent, at least $19,-
00,000, and wili long remnin & grievons burthesn on
the Trensury, while the $1,000000 barrowed by the
Legslature of 1533 went into the Erie enlargeusaot,
uno largely ineressed the espacity, vonvenleace and
prodoctivensss of the work.

But the Controlier enys that the Legisiatare of 1553
“opromulgsted & pew rule " for prosecutiog the publie
wurks, by recommending loans fur the purpose, to the
extent of the sum for which the revenaes would pay the
interest. But was not such s rule preferable to the
previous practice of creaticg debla for latessl canals,
which would yiedd no revenies at all?

He fartter ‘ssserts that the rule was fallagions, in
pot allewing for contiogencies, which unght reduce the
revenue below the pecessary standasd. Bat if the
revenue was then clearly suficient, was thereacy ned
ot raisipg anxilisry fupde by taxes on the people for
the purpose ! Was it oot quite allowsble to wait antil
the revenne should prove nsuficient ! For let it be
revoliected that the sum borrowed was but fonr
milions, axd that the total cust of the work was
cstitnntad &t only tweive willious—sod above all, that
Canal Commissioner Bouck aod his experienced offizial
associstes had juet presentsd their report, expressing
thefr cpinion that the revenne, so far from Jiminishing
or becomiog ipsufficient, would speadily increass to

hree willirs azeually.

Bat the most eerfous offepse of |¥98 was the re
of the Committes of Ways and Means of the Assam-
bly, whose doty it was 10 consider the fisoal effects of

Le ineresse of revenne thus predicted by the Canal
Commissioners—apd in what did that offenee cousiat '
In simply stating the naked, undeviable, anthemetical
truth, that & vet revenge of §3,000,000 would pay the
interest at five per cent, on 8 debt of §0),006,000, and
the further arithmetical truth, equally undeniable, that
with such & reveone, $310,000 000 wight be borrowed
avd reimbursed in twenty, years, or $40,000,0600 ig
twenty-eight years, sud inasserting that i suck & rev-

enre wan certain *o be realizad, the Stats might
od 10 burrow momey to Lue extiil even of

wilbons, o u.-mm their poblic worka, The C:

ten nu;e B wpt, nor waa it their appropride
offiee, to i icate the particy lar works on which U
funde of the ?nh-, whether obtaieed by losn or o*her-
wise shonid be expended, excopt that they earn wily
recommended the rompletion, with all practicabls dls-
pateh, of the enlargemest of the Erin ‘anal, In thath,
their only daty was, if powmible, o verify tha scen-
raey of the peport of the Canal Commisiaopers, nied 1y
saes r1ain whether the revenne of tares millions, which
they bad predicted, could reasonably be q::=---"'t-II
This was & moatier wtich the Conmities were o ieially
bouard to #xamire, ard they aceondiogly attemptad, to
the best of their abulity, 1o sarvey apd analyze tha
sletents of the comineres from which tEAL locTenss of
the reverns Wan expected,

It is troe, thet in this examipation the question of
eommetes wan fegarded s parsmonnt, apd that of
revenue comparal:sely subordinate: bt it was, Dev-
ertbeless, expresaly asenmed that “‘the State oald
o take care to reserve from that commeres sgel &R
& gmoott of revenue as the interests of the toeasary
W ard the general welfsre of its citizess 8 B
“ guire,” %o one theught of donbting the sufichany
of the revenne, it the neceseary amonot of fommercs
eomld be sbown, or imagired that the Siate woud
ever. 1teelf, reduoe the revenne helyw the sam owafed
by the treasury: etill lees, that ipwonll ever consenty
10 its diversion into a rival chappel. The whole quesq
tion, then, was the probable extent of the commarse;
bet that was the very point on which the © wtendiog
political parties fuxdamentally gilfared.

Now, what was the precise smount of the d s
erce 1 How widely were they spart ! The Coouus-
tee of Waye and SIIA-a:n_ efter J_\".._eu:.-‘:; ly eu‘mm
the topography and pesvarces of the W estern O
A jac »-I:;xtu :;erink-, s, reported that if the Erie ( “aval
were duly eularged so ae to extend the ares of its in-
fusrce, thote Lake States wonld furnish it in 1530,

an apnoal commerce of $140, 000,000 —that is to say,,

that their whole commeree world be §200 000 000, bat
£ ut $60,000, 000 of the amount wonkl employ the Mis
sissippl as & chanpel of trapsport wtion, acd that the
residue (140,000,000, woud seek the enlarged End
Capal, This was the statement upon which the pard
ok fesue, the cpponents of jhe speedy eularges
oudly decrying 1t as extravagans, visiouary
deinmve,

The first »ficial aseant was made by the State Cony
troller in 1539, in his annoal report 1o the Legislature,
Tt e npdersigned has no intention, in csavassing thay
document, to treag its distivguished suthor with any
unkindnote or disrcepect. If, in surveyiog the im<
menee and rapidly-expandiog fature, Mr, Flazg 6

e
somewhat short of the fall reality, be did bat follow
the example of predecossors o lees ilastzious thaw
Gov. Morrs ard Robert Fulton, both of whom, ig
their dug and generation, signaly failled to folly estis
iate the commeres and the cipasity of the capal.
Mr. Flagg, after an elaborate examination of the sub-
¥ timsted At oply $.8 080,710 the commercs for
1860 h the Committee of Ways and Meaos had
ﬁl'J at $140,000 000, and thereupon deduced t e noc-
cesary inference, that the Comumittee of Ways sad
Mears bad exaggerated the smount $111,50 (00—
eopelusion which waas instantly caught up and recehosd
through the State, by partisan fournals and polidesl
oratora of every size, sbape and goality, For sevaral
yenrs it furnished the leading theme for denunciation
and defamation in political assemblica of every sort
sod degree, even invaldiog Legislative assemblics aua
Constitutiopal Conventiona.

In the conrse of bLis argnment, Mr, Flagg alao cog-
tended that the report of the Committes was Lall wions
in fucludiog tue products of the forcet as u portion of
the commerce to be expected from the Westorn Statas,!
aud in rupport of that objection sdduced tia fact, thekf
oply 3,750 tuns of products of thet description hed!
reached Buffalo in the preceding yoar, '

The quegtion, from its very nature, evidently was|
one which nothing but the future coold decide, "Thnt
future has now amved, bringing the fact with i
And what is the fact !

The Caoal ked been n:.lg partially enlarged or im-
proved by the year 185%); but under the paralyzisg
effect of the Stop Law of 1512, and of its legitunate
offepring the Constijutzon of 1516, had lain prostrate,
or feebly struggling for life. Bat shortly aiter the
enr 1501, aod after the Executive Meesage of Gov,

lunt, recomipendieg an nipendment of the Copstita-
tion to permit & loan fir completing the work, sod the
adoption of & substitute by the Legidlatars, author-
izipg the tssue of Canal certitioates fur §1,500,000, e
caphcity was 80 far increased by the expenditure of
that amonunt, that in the year 1853 the commerce of
the Western States passing through it sttained the
pumn of $100.505 784, thos coming within feur willions
of the estimaie of the Committee of 1558, and trans-
vendiog the estimate of the Cootreller of 153 more
than ooe humired and vight millions,

But this was pot all, The States in question in the
satue yoer contributed a largs amount of products (in-
cludirg mercbandise iv retaru) to the Now-York Cen-
tral Railroad, the trarsportation of which on railrosds
the State in 1558 had either prohibited or subjectad to
carnl tolls. A statement of the preciss amount for
that particular yesr ia pot vow st baod, but the
smount for 158 was 32 108 tuns, with & valus of at
least $40 000,000,

Nor was the Controller avy more correct fn his pre-
diction, that the canal would not receive any consider-
able amount of the products of the forest feom the
Western States,  Within the last tweoty years the
forests within var borders Liave so far disappesred
that thoge of the more remote interior have necessnr-
ily taken thviﬂ g!ae@. The amounts of their products
received at B8iTalo and Tonawsoda, on the Niagara
River, in 187 (a year, too, of unnsual depression)
wore no Jees than 199 659 tuns—while the smotupt at
Oswepro, mainly contributed by the Weatern States
nnl-l Canada, wae 177,478 tnns—being 971,137 tons in
sl

Here then are the facta, ridienled for 20 many years
n8 paetic fancies, They are tow sober reslitiea, and
belopg to bistory, and of there be any one truth in
buman nffatrs, tnore clearly establisked than another by
notusl experiment. it s, thiat the Assembly of 1504, and
Its Committer of Ways and Means did not overestimate
or exuggerate the proapective amount of the som-
weree of the Westorn States to pass through the Krie
Canal, and do pot deserve avd vever did deserve, in
any degres, the senscless and uinterropted sbuose
which u: blind, party hatred has so unsparingly heaped

em.

The rapid development of onr eanal eommerce in
respect to the producte of the forests of the Weat, is
a eubject worthy of the attestion of the Legislature,
apart from the particular theme now uoder examing-
tion. It msy become n very material and perhaps o
redeening feature, in the finaoces of the cacala, .?l!ho
sreportion alreedy contributed by Capads and the

‘est, is more than one-third of toe whole amount of
the fmdueu of the forest (excluding ordinary fire
woed) curried on all the cavals, iscluding even the
Champlain, atd the ratio is constantly and rapidly io-
eressing in tavor of the Wesl,

The true question is not, as was sapposed by the
Coutroller in 1850, whether the prodacts of toe furests
of the more rewote interior will bear the cost of trans-
pustation through tee Erie Capal, but wanst amount
that interior is capable of supplying, and how long it
will be alie to contivne the supply. The best intor-
mation which hae yel been obtamed, seems to estab-
ligh the fact, that toe forests of Michizan and Canada,
haviog couvenient sccees to the lnkes and througn
them to the eanals, zan probably fursish from thirty to
forty miliors of tuns. A copsiderable portion of that
amount will necessarily be diverted to the Waslern
markets which have uo other supply, bat if oge-half
shall reach the canale of this State, and & proper rate
of toil shail be muintuined, it must excrt & very im-
pc-bmm influepce in extipguishing our preseut canal
delst,

The property of every description ecarried on the
canale in 1838, ‘was | 07 007 tuoss, and paid io tolls
$1,555.057, The amount carried in 184 (which iy
't l'u:ud in perierence to 1507, & year of unnsual
pression) was 4,116 057 taoe, and paid ic tolls §2,745,-
A, Tuese figures snow st vsce, the great redaction
it the rates of toll, bepg from §1 20 per ton in 155 o

14 cents per tun in 1856, A etatemest of the compar- |

ative reducticn on (be particalar portions coming trow
upd goiwg to the Weet, wonld exaibit o atill farther re-
duction: but the general rate isenough for the presect

y to be carreel throsgh this Bate, e aed
Weat, will ot least o
ere@i uns of do'lazs, if not & moch 'srger
sl bow gigautic the amosil—or Low g

per—or Low gigantic the st
aty—tla fach is bere, standiog
wrsh deait with,
¢ then does the Controller, the Sscal offi
Satprhose bigh office and prvilees it'st 0
withith eme lae this 1o point vst it relationg .
Bigh interveta of the commacity; to sd ia *
' the o plex probletug bet even coa neros aod :
ard Dile pressivisg the agricaltaral mery
.
t

seguéerod purtioce of the Commonwealta h“
lere g nxjost Surdens, W cherish the golden mregm
of tde wlich enniches the wholo—abat, e

dows ¢ recomaend ' oz I hise rnpurt.oou‘di.‘b
snintion, ehall to rosmaend “
‘!!'“l:ﬁlh- l"'l‘.1 ¢ e b ]

L bar the Cusal Commhrosers bave permiind

the gtractors *0 po ok with their work, and L]
erenl & cebt. L violation of the Cosstitation 1l
whep does the Cooruller find anteority for

thathayment for & canal pec

dent Mq;r oot the Legislatare, in
pay Ir the work by levyieg taves, aad withont jecur.
rirgiuy debt st ali’ Ard have they pot the samg
owq to {oster ther own canals by the gevaral

J aly repletished, ®iich they have to foteg
A hoeti ol ge, or ap Wit asylam 1

S 3 e lianee,” saye the Cov'rotler, *oan safely be
“oplged opon the carrer! Tevestes; & retarn Jo the
“enty policy of the State sholld be made” W,
what does that mean ' Dues it mesd & TElONe
tiom € the rate of canal tolls, to eooform tr thate |
poliey’—or does it mesn adicet tax ! Abow,

ERIBRTEC 0

EERERE:

T
=

BRREER

does | woan o tny, to_apy ard what exteol, o
propety carrled on v And Iah
shail sek for snaibary fou a0l L7e can
pot tev to remember the wmilliors abstraciad By the
genesal fond, and the st s tledge for thelr repage
mment hitte Logislatares of 15061

The Usaiels of the Svate havo oo, exclasive of i
fozest. {00000, Ty have vded hanireds of
n#tilore of oM tn the proge of the Bate, The
Oty of Nan-Yirk alwe o 0 affrd o piy for
Pem all, bnd give themt 'qa:.f:"ﬂfruﬂ.
Forallt s ot pudd gt 10y v pe ries of W )
frgyoms’y « property # .r-:?:!:o{-m
the peey 4. ¢ ast Tarty-two years,
nn-hk;a- cati o bave paid in tage
Lo the . i 602k, and not e |y
ethey daloo, & \ Word, after being s |4
grestly vl und Yok m t ¢ hardened, W am
asirele oo reven T v, tf anﬁ. wd
finish 1 w0 grent btk _and taershy atd bo
toe pein pues Of ! an anooal amoust | gyl
pyeeving ot fcot five-lold ¢ crecton tre Mt Lag g
pave the tove=sity of auy fi rhurden ! And s !
thy be ceen of tm oreroue, o © 1ot the people ot I

10 voar, with & propet

Frie Ealargemeat
fosoest es st of

enngert Lo sdsnicn it fora
awiaion for 11 soeedy Tep
The an uu'rt eapended of
smeunts to 07 =00 "
State Eogipeer for i*s £ tion in bat $096,000,
snd this inclules ot b 00 fur work not It
dintely necespiry,  The anvnat estimated for
thew Ealarge nent 13 bor &00 000, se that Nitle
more tran o uull L e niedna to complets thees |
two great trink hres, Con it be posible tust
peopie will Lesitate chosrfully th contribute
smount, or will thirk it wise to creep alopg sud sp
over scverel years the work weich they are able
willieg to firieh 0 & single season 7 Will

only to fupart to the Canal its full eapacty, !
erable it successfully to con pe o wita the rival atitg
side ! T it not - mplatical'y their own Canal—soaros |
of their wenlth—rtype of their wtelligence—orgaa of
their
sacred and precions inheritapce, to bs cherished

ol forever ! Will taey, can they now ab
ﬁ,pdnn the eve of ite scoeond birth, with new
wastly invigornted life sed power !

2, But the Controller further states that millions |
have been squondeted on the Cacals by 'ul:mlu
sed extravsgance, and miliows more by fraud
pecuiations, o pe—

And'what remedy doea be propose 7 Does he even
suggest the propriety of a legwiative inquiry 1 His
s on may be true, but the unders can
suy, after extepsive and carefol examination, that be,
ha# beeome convinced, that althoagh many instances

be fonrd of carclessness and haste in &- original
estiuates of the work, sccompauied, al times, by posi-
tive gorruption in ts msosgement, yot that the total
um:i;t. lust by the M;dmht" ;tm as the Weat-
&mn HVISion 18 Coneern A8 “w
rated in pubbic opinion, He hegs to m in every
instance where be has settled tinal estimates, he has
received foll and satisfactory axplanations in writdog
fnirm the l-:ngim;t\r in chnrge, I!hp mﬁlm a volo.
mioous mase of reports farnishin NeCARsATY
ticnlars, to be dopr:md with the g.\mlilor, for tmpat
Fr-n purpose of affordiog every facility in his power,
dgr noy wmvestigation the Legislsture may see fit to

irect.

3. In respect to the more specific charges of the
Controller, 'llhql. “nbnses of np:nm and #eandalons
“ character vow exist on the canals, involving, it s
* fenred, the iuh-gﬂt{ of some of the pablic servants,”
the updersignod feels bound in justice to the masy
frithful and able eogiveers now employed oo the ea
vale, 1o say that he kuows not oue that deserves the
very ivjuriois remark in question, bat that if any euch
abuses reall z exiet, and have been brought in ble
form to the knowledge of the Coctroller, it i bis daty
to subject them at once to legislative inquiry,
the Legislatures itself to direct the inquiry to bs made

It is with nonilected regret that in taking leave of
the public service of the State the unde hos
found himself obliged, in selt-d=fonse, and in justice to
others, to repel these assaalta of the hosd of the finas-
ctal de; ut, for whom he woud fain cherish the
most kind snd respectful regard, e will indulge the
Lope, that ap officer so intelligent will not permanently
allow himself to remalo enslaved by personal or ps
prejodice, but wili yet be toand cordially onited wi
the Legislature aoa hia offivial associates, in carrying
onward to speady and sncoessful wmphlfen that grest
system of public works, which has made our noble
State what it {s, ard which, with wise and liberal mao-
‘f'“"" is destived to carry it to a still higher dogree
o ﬁmp!tq. power and reoowu,

to the statote re-

, and in obedi
quiring the noders) to recommend guch messures
¢ public interests to require, he

8s be may decm
would respectfilly suggest the following:

1. That a tax be laid of & mill mmﬁanu. and

Ll:ml to the completion, first, of the -mmn.mrz
‘rie sod Oswego Canale; and pext, to other us-
finished we rke in just propurtions.

2, Thut $400 000 of {hat samount be applied withont
dolay to the obtaining a chsanel of sevan feet water
forthe Erie Canal, by the opening of navigation in the
comipg Spring, or « 8 soon aft-rward as practicable,

3. That inte rest be paid on any elaims dus for work
dowe, or lncds or butldings u.lma for the use of the

CARLlS,

4. 'That until the revennesean be rendered safficient,
hy incrensing the capacity of the canals or otherwise,
to pay the interest on the existing dubt, the deficie
Lo aopnally ascertamed by the Canal Board :‘
levied by tax withont farther legislation,

5, That an amendment to the Constitation he sb-
mitted ta the people, allowing the Legislature to bors
row the amount pecessary fa disch all existiog
elaims on tie cnnals, and to pay for :h?l: completion;
with such & mnking fund as sonll suflics to pay the io-
terest and cxtinguish the prineipsl, withio a term nob
exceeding twenty tive or th:rlz {-m

SAMUEL B. RUGOLES,

Albany, Jaz, 31, 1839, OO,

Five Persoss Brrxep 10 Dearn.—The Pitts
burgh Post of Feb. 1 says:

‘' We are indebted to David L. Smith, esq.,
Alleghany City for the particulsrs of & heart-ren
ocenrrence which took place m Reserve Township,

o late bour last night. Duricg the Winter, 8

named Rogers, bave resided (v a frame house in Re-
serve Township, at the head of James street, jast oy
the city line, adjoining the Third Ward, T
the family, who is & carpenter by trade, was sddicted
to intempersnce, abd was seldom sober,
and 'y bave been supported chicfly by

£

g

purE;.r, which is to prove that the estimate in 1539,
of the Cutpmiittee of Ways and Means, that the tolls,
st the rates then estadished, woald exceed §3,000,000,
was far withio the truth. At those rates, the tolls of

) would bave been $4,1500, 208, i:uuui of §2,718,.
250, to which, if wie ngd the tolls on the ¥ car-
ried on the railroad, snd which woald have sougot the
vapal, the amount would be iocreased pearly a million
more,

A onreful examination of these sums and quantities,
especially f coupled with anything like & cumprelieg-
pive view of the rapidly ul'uhﬂ:'g futare, rapnot fail
to ehow the excesding gravity of the question, which
suat sooner or later be settled by the State,
commerces or revenne, of both, shall govern its public
councils infixng the tolls of the canals, and shaping its
legimative netion in respect tothe competing railrosds.
TE.; the amoust of the commerce of the West throo
the State, vither by canal or railread, must keep stealy
pace with the advance of our istenor population, is
pow beyond the power of doubt. Come what will,
short of pestilence and famioe, no earthly power can
prevest the increase of that well-fed and
race.  No poeeible power of incredulity (and our polit-
ical Listory furnislies some enormous specimens) can
nOW arglie 8way, or speer away the yearly commerce
of the wast interior, 80 inceséantly and resistlessly
swelling in volume and value, No degree of nphim,
no poesible intensity of party malice or party blind-
Eéfs, CAR hOW Fwnt the risen eun from shiniag, or
diffusivg its light. The Weet is Le us—and
upon ue—in fall viger—defying all the power of party
politicians, howe ver perseveriog, to saat ont the enor-
wous lnn.\, thal willhin the nexi Lwenty Jearsthe

of the neighbore.

| “ It was an ordipary occurrenne Lo

| diseord in the house, and at 11 o clock last night, whes
| the sareams of the inmates were beard,
| wonder was excited.  Boon, however,
| peen lasuing from the bouse, and o few
tened to spot, but too lare to save
| u;]uemlbe Louee, na the fire was too far advanced
allow one to enter, 1, his wife
childsen, the ¢ldent ot momr;"wh ten years
perished in the flames. A boy, eleven
musg:dwmap:}bum too mach
give sn acconnt of the fire, But few parsons were
R;::eul.ulbe alarm of fire was oot and
an engive had reached the apot, the honze wad &

ruin.”
A Mas

¥

0T Tunovon tie Heant,—We record
:c:jlha murder. atur m'ﬁ‘:::b‘-’*'ﬂ o'clock 5
risy momio Viliam & mulatto,
sbnug | yw-.g:hu.tderd nn lu!lz;i comrade vamed
Biggeo Foggnert, by shooting im through the hestt
a pistol ball, on Vize street, porth of
His vietim died instantly, and Le was soon after
res ed &nd loaged in the Pearl-street Statioo-floes,
whener be wes removed to the Ninth-street
Houge last evenivg, Th;:rn':im i# imvoived
soipe mystery, Lo cacse for it be'ng assigned.
Brscrep rFhox menlm.—.lob“n- R
Grorge Miller nuint alked lito
wm,n&uﬁm ous alive by the
Ward Police,
Svones Deari,.—Mrs, Gillerpie of Kﬁﬂ
-::lmd-m wiieet fell dead on Wedneadsy, Wi

i

5

waler.

[¢]
they notaed sEs
and feel, that this temporary tex (s rendered neces cIn

casi
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wer—the pride and gory of their sncestors—g pam
an
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